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For my children,
Lauren, Seth, Zach, Audrey, and Josh,

all of whom greet me daily as miracles of God. 

I pray that each of you will experience the 
greatest miracle of all—being drawn into fellowship 

with God, through Christ, the Son of God.
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Jesus…said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what 
things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. 

—LUKE 7:22

This is a study of the miracles of Christ as they are recorded by 
the gospel writers Matthew, Mark, and Luke.1 Christ’s mira-
cles are not the only ones recorded in Scripture. We are given 
detailed accounts of miracles in the Old Testament, especially 
in the accounts of Moses, Elijah, and Elisha. The opening 
pages of the New Testament also record miracles such as the 
birth of John the Baptist and the conception of Jesus Christ. 
After Christ’s ascension, His disciples performed many nota-
ble miracles. Miracles were not something that occurred only 
during biblical times. Christ still performs miracles both as 
He saves sinners and sustains His people every day. As He 
carries them, heals them, restores them, and delivers them 
from their fears, He is working out His perfect plan, filled 
as it is with countless miracles. However, the miracles Christ 
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Introduction: Learning about 
Christ from His Miracles

Luke 7:19–23
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performed Himself while He walked this earth are perhaps 
the most well known and beloved by Christians.

But I do not want us to study these miracles only because 
they are loved or well known. They are also valuable because 
of what they teach us about Christ. Peter made an important 
point about these miracles on the day of Pentecost: “Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles 
and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst 
of you, as ye yourselves also know” (Acts 2:22). The miracles 
magnify Christ’s glory, pointing to Him as one approved by 
God. If Christ has His Father’s approval, how can He not be 
worthy of ours?

Defining Miracles
The miracles of Christ were special signs that He performed 
during His public ministry. He did things that others could 
not do—things that proved that God was with Him, as 
Nicodemus noted (John 3:2). These events ran counter to 
expected natural processes.

In a certain sense, everything God does is a miracle. 
For example, many miracles were involved in His creation 
of heaven and earth in six days. God’s upholding everything 
by His providence is a miracle. The sunshine and rain, the 
springtime and harvest, and many other natural phenomena 
point to the might and power of God, who works in ways we 
cannot trace (Eccl. 11:5). Yet, as we will see, the Bible speaks 
specifically of miracles and, in doing so, refers to events that 
distinguish themselves from normal and expected processes.

The Bible uses three main words for miracles. Each one 
emphasizes a certain aspect of the miraculous character of an 
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event. In many instances, only one of the three words is used 
in a narrative. But in Acts 2:22, as Peter describes Christ’s 
miracles, all three of the words are in the same verse.

The first word used by Peter and in other passages is 
dunamis, or “powerful deed.” This word stresses the might or 
power required for the performance of a miracle. For exam-
ple, Christ used this word when He said, “If the mighty works 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in 
you, they had a great while ago repented” (Luke 10:13).

Teras, or “wonder,” is the second word that is used. It 
emphasizes the response required by or expected from the 
miracle. A person witnessing or hearing about the event 
ought to be amazed. This word is used in John 4:48: “Except 
ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.”

Third is semeion, or “sign.” In other words, the miracle 
serves as a signal or signpost, pointing the person who sees 
it or hears of it to something else. This word is used in John 
20:30: “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence 
of his disciples.”

The Kinds of Miracles
Biblical scholars have attempted to categorize the miracles 
into groups. One common method classifies them according 
to who or what is involved, as follows:

•• Miracles involving human beings: This is the most 
common kind of miracle in the Gospels. Christ 
cured people with diseases and even brought 
the dead back to life. Some were healed with a 
touch, others from a distance. In each case, it was 
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clear that Christ was the source of healing. Mir-
acles involving demon-possessed people could be 
included as a subcategory within this group.

•• Miracles involving creation or nature: The well-
known miracles in which there is a calming of 
the sea, walking on water, or multiplying of loaves 
and fishes are included in this group. Something 
within the created order was being acted upon and 
became subservient to its Creator in a new and 
incredible way.

The Purposes of the Miracles
Why did Christ perform miracles on earth? Luke 9:19–23 
helps us answer this question. While in prison, John the 
Baptist sent his disciples to ask Jesus whether He was the 
promised Messiah, or if they had to wait for someone else. In 
answer to his question, Christ sent the disciples back to John 
with reports of the miracles He was performing. In other 
words, He was confirming that, because of His miracles, He 
was indeed the Messiah! This response is key in helping us 
understand why Christ performed miracles. We can identify 
the following four main purposes:

1.	 To announce the arrival of the kingdom of grace 
in Christ’s coming, in accordance with prophecy 
(see, for example, Isa. 35:3–6)

2.	 To illustrate Christ’s teaching of redemption by 
grace and the turning back of the consequences of 
the fall into sin
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3.	 To foreshadow the benefits Christ would accom-
plish in His work of redemption on the cross

4.	 To show forth Christ’s glory as the Son of God

As we study the miracles, we will see these purposes again 
and again.

Believing the Miracles
In the past as well as in the present, some have denied that 
the miracles of the Bible actually took place. If time and 
space allowed, we could go on at length about some of the 
arguments people use against miracles and how they can 
be refuted. Simply put, a person who decides that Christ’s 
miracles couldn’t actually have taken place is forcing his or 
her own view of reality on the Scriptures. Since no one can 
prove that the miracles did not really happen, this viewpoint 
is not a statement of fact, but of faith or, rather, unbelief. 
Such a person is simply saying that he or she does not believe 
that Christ performed miracles. But once we have eyes to see 
all that He does in us and around us, instead of doubting 
Christ’s ability, we will experience the joy of seeing count-
less blessings and miracles that He still performs in our lives. 
When we focus on His divine presence in our lives, not only 
will we increase our joy in the Lord but also we will expect 
more from Him.

The Christ of the Miracles
Is it any wonder that Christ performed miracles when He is 
such an extraordinary person? He was both perfectly human 
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and perfectly divine. While on earth, He was unique from 
any other human being.

When we study the miracles, we should never lose sight 
of the glorious and magnificent Christ who performed them. 
If you have been brought from darkness to light, He has per-
formed such a miracle in your heart. He has regenerated you, 
justified you, and reconciled you unto God. These things 
should astound us no less than the miracles He did when He 
was on earth.

We should also notice that it is not just divine power that 
shines through Christ’s miracles. Divine attributes are on dis-
play as well—Christ’s wisdom, omniscience, love, mercy, and 
long-suffering are apparent in many of His miracles. What a 
glimpse they provide of our Lord’s character!

Ultimately, all the miracles should lead us to Calvary 
and the empty tomb, where we see the most miraculous event 
of all. On the cross and in the empty grave, we see how God 
brought life and immortality to light in the gospel through 
the death of a sinless Surety. And so, in each of our stud-
ies, we hope to travel the journey from the miracle itself to 
the cross and the empty tomb. Our focus should not be on 
the miracles themselves, but on the triune God who pur-
posed and performed them and who applies their truth to 
the hearts of those who are spiritually blind, lame, leprous, 
and dead.
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Questions

1.	 Which of Christ’s miracles is your favorite? Why 
do you think it has captured your imagination?

2.	 There are two extreme views regarding miracles. 
Some people don’t believe in them, while other 
people want to see them everywhere and believe 
that they happen today just as they did in the Bible. 
Think about an appropriate response for both 
extremes. How can you help people who find the 
miracles of the Bible difficult to believe or accept?

3.	 Take another look at the four purposes of the mir-
acles that were given in this chapter. What do they 
say about God’s divinity? What do the miracles in 
the Bible mean to you personally?

4.	D oes Satan perform miracles (2  Thess. 2:9)? If so, 
how are they different from Christ’s miracles?

5.	D o you see miracles happen in your life? If so, can 
you name them?


