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[12] THE WORKS OF THOMAS GOODWIN 

style, one does need patience to read Goodwin at times; along 
with depth and prolixity, however, he combines a wonderful 
sense of warmth, unction, and experience. The reader's patience 
will be amply rewarded. 

How then ought a beginner in Goodwin's Works proceed? 
Here is a suggested plan: 

First, begin by reading some of the shorter, more practical 
writings of Goodwin, such as these: 

(1) Patience and Its Perfect Work, four sermons expounding
James 1: 1-5, was written after the loss of a large part of Good­
win's personal library by fire (volume 2, pages 429-467 
[hereafter 2:429-467]) and is replete with practical instruction 
for enhancing a spirit of submission. 

(2) Certain Select Cases Resolved includes three experimen­
tal treatises which unveil Goodwin's large pastoral heart for 
afflicted Christians, each of them aiming at specific struggles in 
the believer's soul: (a) A Child of Light Walking in Darkness, a 
classic treatise of Puritan encouragement for the spiritually de­
pressed based on Isaiah 50:10-11 (3:231-350). Its subtitle 
summarizes its contents well: A Treatise shewing The Causes by 
which, The Cases wherein, and the Ends for which, God leaves 
His Children to Distress of Conscience, Together with Directions 
How to Walk so as to Come Forth of Such a Condition. (b) The 
Return of Prayers, based on Psalm 85:8, a uniquely practical 
work that affords discernment in ascertaining "God's answers to 
our prayers" (3:353-429). (c) The Trial of a Christian's Growth 
(3:433-506), based on John 15: 1-2, a masterpiece on sanctifica­
tion which focuses on the graces of mortification and 
vivification. For a mini-classic on spiritual growth, this gem 
remains unsurpassed until today. 

(3) The Vanity of Thoughts, based on Jeremiah 4: 14 (3:509-
528), is a convicting little work, stressing the need for bringing 
every thought into captive obedience to Christ, and providing 
remedies on how to foster that obedience. 

Second, read for instruction and edification some of Good­
win's great sermons which inevitably bear a strong, Biblical, 
Christological, and experimental stamp (2:359-425; 4: 151-224; 
5:439-548; 7:473-576; 9:499-514; 12:1-127). 

Third, delve into Goodwin's great works which expound 
major doctrines, including the following: 

(1) An Unregenerate Man's Guiltiness Before God in Re­
spect of Sin and Punishment ( l  0: 1-567) is a weighty Puritan 
































































